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START VIDEO 
 
Around the world, health workers form the backbone of health systems. 
 
Hi there. My name is Andrea Poling and I'm the deputy director of HRH2030, which is USAID’s flagship 
program for human resources for health.  
 
This week is Health Worker Week, which is the time for us to come together and celebrate and raise 
awareness of the critical work the health workforce plays around the world to keep us all healthy and 
productive. Health workers are very important. They heal us when we're sick, they deliver family 
planning services, they care for people with HIV, and bottom line is health workers save lives. 
 
This week is also a critical time for us to come together to identify some solutions to the world's 
greatest health workforce challenges. I think one of the greatest challenges is that there simply aren't 
enough health workers. The WHO estimates a shortfall of 18 million health workers by the year 2030. 
In an addition to that, the health workers that do exist are often poorly distributed, or they lack the 
training and skills that are required to do their work. 
 
This week we're going to be sharing some videos of interviews of health workers from countries where 
HRH2030 is working, and these health workers reflect on their role, the challenges they face, and their 
own personal motivations to do their work. It's people like Sylvestre and Dr. Mbewe who inspire us 
each day at HRH2030 and they are the reasons that we do our work. They are truly our heroes, and we 
hope that you watch their videos and happy World Health Worker Week! 
 
The USAID HRH2030 program partners with countries around the world to strengthen the health workforce. 
 
Learn more: www.hrh2030program.org 
 
END VIDEO 


